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Man killed in shootout a 
suspect in four shootings 


BY GLENN E. RICE 
grice@kcstar.com 


Marlin Mack, a suspect seen 
on surveillance video moments 
before the off-campus shooting 
death of a UMKC graduate 
student, was identified Monday 
as the gunman killed in a fire- 
fight with Kansas City police 
after wounding three of their 
officers. 

Mack, 25, died Sunday in a 
shootout with police at a home 
in the 2900 block of Topping 


Avenue after 
shooting three 
officers in two 
separate gun 
battles about an 
hour apart, Kan- 
sas City Police 


Marlin Mack Chief Rick Smith 
said at a news 
conference Mon- 

day. 


The officers are expected to 
recover. One officer is expected 
to be released from the hospital 
today; two others remained in 
stable condition, Smith said. 


“The officers of this depart- 
ment did an outstanding job,” 
Smith said. “This is a big deal 
for us. In many years, we have 
not had an officer shot and to 
get three people shot in one day 
is a pretty tragic event.” 

Smith wrote in his public 
police chief blog how apprecia- 
tive his department is for the 
community’s support in the 
aftermath of the shooting. 

“We were frankly a little tak- 
en aback by all the notes of 
thanks and support that have 
come in on social media and by 


phone,” he said. “That support 
means the world not only to the 
officers who are recovering, but 
to everyone on this depart- 
ment.” 

A team of police chaplains 
was dispatched to the hospital 
immediately after the shootings 
and prayed with the wounded 
officers. When a chaplain who 
arrived at the hospital learned 
that two of the wounded officers 
are Catholic, a priest was sum- 
moned. Other clergy were sent 
to each of the police depart- 
ment’s patrol stations as well as 


to the police lodge that served 
as a gathering spot for off-duty 
officers. 

Aided by 40 tips, police had 
spent a week searching for a 
man they said was a person of 
interest in the killing of Sharath 
Koppu, who was shot during a 
robbery at J’s Fish and Chicken 
Market at 5412 Prospect Ave., 
where he worked. 

Ten of those tips specifically 
identified Mack as the man seen 
in the surveillance video, Smith 
said at the news conference. 

“Out of all of this tragedy 
some really good things hap- 
pened, starting with the tipsters 
that called in and want to en- 
gage with the police department 
and try to bring this terrible, 
horrific crime to an end,” he 
said. 

On Sunday, a crew of under- 
cover detectives and tactical 


SEE SHOOTINGS, 2A 


Family of 
man shot 
by police 
sues to 

see video 


BY LAURA BAUER 
lbauer@kcstar.com 


In what they called a last 
resort, lawyers for the family 
of Antonio Garcia Jr. have 
filed a lawsuit to see the video 
of Garcia being shot and 
killed by a Leavenworth po- 
lice officer. 

Several fam- 
ily members 
gathered Mon- 
day with a 
team of law- 
yers in Kansas 
City, Kan., to 
announce the 
open records 
lawsuit filed 
against the city 
of Leavenworth last week. 
The group said it still needs 
answers about what happened 
July 11, 2017. 

“What is so difficult for the 
public to see in this video that 
you have to hide it?” asked 
attorney Ben Crump, who has 
represented other families 
whose loved ones have been 
shot by police across the 
country. “It’s been a year 
now. You’ve done the in- 
vestigation ... you don’t need 
to say no more. Show the 
video. 

“What are they hiding?” 
Officer Matthew Harring- 
ton shot and killed Garcia, 47, 

on July 11, 2017, while in- 
vestigating a domestic dispute 
regarding a reported stolen 
vehicle. 

In late January, Leavenworth 
Police Chief Patrick Kitchens 
fired Harrington for what the 
chief said was a violation of the 
department’s use of deadly 
force policy. At the time, Kitch- 
ens said: “It was my conclu- 
sion the use of deadly force 
was unreasonable.” 

Leavenworth County At- 
torney Todd Thompson said 
then that a separate investiga- 
tion was underway to deter- 
mine if Harrington violated 


Antonio 
Garcia Jr. 
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ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO AP 


U.S. President Donald Trump’s performance drew howls of protests on Monday from Democrats and 
some Republicans after a news conference with Russian President Vladimir Putin after their meeting. 


Trump doubts US intel 
findings, sides with Putin 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


HELSINKI 

President Donald Trump stood 
next to President Vladimir Putin 
of Russia on Monday and publicly 
challenged the conclusion of his 
own intelligence agencies that 
Moscow interfered in the 2016 
presidential election, wrapping up 
what he called a “deeply produc- 
tive” summit with an extraordin- 
ary show of trust for a leader 
accused of attacking American 
democracy. 

“They said they think it’s Rus- 
sia; I have President Putin, he just 
said it’s not Russia,” Trump said, 
only moments after the Russian 
president conceded that he had 
favored Trump in the election 
because of his promises of warm- 
er relations with Moscow. 

“T will say this: I don’t see any 
reason why it would be” Russia 
that was responsible for the elec- 
tion hacking, Trump added. “I 
have great confidence in my 
intelligence people, but I will tell 
you that President Putin was 
extremely strong and powerful in 
his denial today.” 
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THEY SAID THEY 
THINK IT’S RUSSIA; | 
HAVE PRESIDENT 
PUTIN, HE JUST SAID 
IT’S NOT RUSSIA. 


President Donald Trump said 
during a news conference 


The 45-minute news confer- 
ence offered the remarkable 
spectacle of the American and 
Russian presidents both pushing 
back on the notion of Moscow’s 
election interference, with Putin 
demanding evidence of some- 
thing he said had never been 
proved and Trump appearing to 
agree. 

When asked directly whether 
he believed Putin or his own 
intelligence agencies, Trump said 
there were “two thoughts” on the 
matter and then changed the 
subject, demanding to know why 
the FBI never examined the 
hacked computer servers of the 
Democratic National Committee 


and asking about the fate of 
emails missing from the server of 
Hillary Clinton, his campaign 
rival. 

“Where are those servers?” 
Trump said. “Where are Hillary 
Clinton’s emails?” 

His performance drew howls of 
protests from Democrats and 
some Republicans, prompting 
John Brennan, who served as CIA 
director under President Barack 
Obama, to suggest that the re- 
marks warranted Trump’s im- 
peachment. 

“Donald Trump’s press con- 
ference performance in Helsinki 
rises to & exceeds the threshold 
of ‘high crimes & misdemean- 
ors,” Brennan wrote on Twitter, 
calling the president’s behavior 
“treasonous.” “Not only were 
Trump’s comments imbecilic, 
he is wholly in the pocket of 
Putin.” 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., released a statement 
saying, “there is no question 
that Russia interfered in our 
election and continues attempts 
to undermine democracy.” 

Asked by an American reporter 
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FIRST DAY OF 
TRIAL EMOTIONAL 


The first day of the arson 
and murder trial of Thu 
Hong Nguyen was capped 
by emotional testimony. 
3A 
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EXPECT CHANGES 
IN KANCARE 


Gov. Jeff Colyer defends 
KanCare, his signature 
achievement as lieutenant 
governor, but big changes 
are on the way. 6A 
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ANTIBIOTICS 
OVERUSED 


According to a national 
study, urgent care clinics 
prescribe antibiotics for a 
cold and flu for patients 
who don’t need them. 4A 
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